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The stakes in transportation risk management and litigation 
have never been higher and preparation for trial never 
more important. Complicated compliance, medical and 
technological issues join complex engineering, toxicological 
and reconstruction issues on the road to the courthouse where 
preparation intersects with jury selection, motion practice and 
good storytelling. Listen and learn from veterans in the industry 
and counsel who are routinely in the trenches for trial. Leave 
with new strategies and tactics and an update on the hottest 
industry issues.

Christy Comstock
Program Chair, ALFA International 2019 
Transportation Practice Group Seminar
WALES & COMSTOCK
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Cam Beck
Chair, ALFA International Transportation Practice Group
MCCANDLISH HOLTON, PC 
Richmond, Virginia

About The Broadmoor & 
Colorado Springs 
Nestled in the shadow of the Cheyenne Mountains, Colorado Springs 
gives visitors access to countless outdoor adventures. From Pikes Peak 
to Garden of the Gods, the landscape and mild, sunny climate have 
made Colorado Springs a ‘must visit’ destination. Now, the area boasts 
not only a beautiful landscape but countless additional attractions 
including museums, art galleries, boutique shopping opportunities and 
the increasingly popular craft breweries and distilleries.

The Broadmoor is one such attraction. This historic property was built 
over 100 years ago and has undergone many changes since then. The 
first structure was built in the late 1890s as a casino but after burning 
down, was replaced with a less grand structure. In 1916 Spencer 
Penrose purchased the tract of land and built what is now known as 
the Broadmoor Main. Since it’s opening in 1918, the Broadmoor has 
been host to countless politicians, celebrities and guests, all of whom 
enjoy the breathtaking views, delicious meals and award-winning golf. 
ALFA International clients, attorneys and guests will have an opportunity 
to enjoy the best of the Broadmoor during this year’s Transportation 
Seminar including dining at the Cheyenne Lodge, golf on the well-
known East Course, after hours hospitality at PLAY and an afternoon at 
Seven Falls.

The Colorado Springs (COS) airport is the closest to the Broadmoor 
(11 miles/20 minutes) and a cab/uber are the suggested forms of 
ground transportation. The Denver airport is also an option (90 miles/90 
minutes) and a rental car is suggested from this airport.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

ATTENDEE BREAKFAST BUFFET
Rocky Mountain Ballroom C & D

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

SPOUSE BREAKFAST BUFFET
Rocky Mountain Ballroom C & D

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

PROGRAM SESSIONS
Rocky Mountain Ballroom A & B

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
Kara T. Stubbs
Chair, ALFA International Board of Directors
BAKER STERCHI COWDEN & RICE L.L.C.
Kansas City, Missouri

Christy Comstock 
Program Chair, ALFA International 2019 
Transportation Practice Group Seminar
WALES & COMSTOCK
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Cam Beck
Chair, ALFA International 
Transportation Practice Group
MCCANDLISH HOLTON, PC
Richmond, Virginia

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019

2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

EARLY REGISTRATION & 
HOSPITALITY
Mountain View Terrace

2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

FACULTY REHEARSAL
Rocky Mountain Ballroom A & B

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

CLIENT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
Gaylord Boardroom

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Talk Amongst Yourselves:  
Client Only Social
West Tower Lobby

This event allows client attendees the opportunity to exchange 
ideas and share best practices in a social setting without ALFA 
International lawyers present.

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

ALFA INTERNATIONAL—ALL ATTORNEY MEETING
Divide Room

All attending ALFA International attorneys are required to attend.

6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Put a Colorado g 
Spring in Your Step!

9:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

Hospitality Lounge
PLAY at the Broadmoor

Welcome Recept ion, ßuffet 
Dinner & Registration

Mountain View Terrace  
& West Ballroom

Enjoy an evening reconnecting with old 
colleagues and friends in the shadow 
of Cheyenne Mountain. The night will 
begin with libations and conversation 

on the aptly named Mountain View 
Terrace after which, attendees will 

proceed indoors for a buffet dinner and 
live music with local flair.

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
WOMEN’S INITIATIVE RECEPTION

PICTURE THIS…
Parker Suite

It’s time to let your creativity shine during this 
interactive Pictionary themed reception. Get to 
know other female attendees and compete for the 
title of ‘Artist’ while enjoying beautiful views of the 
surrounding mountains.

Kim Bartosh
Women’s Initiative Liaison
WHITFIELD & EDDY LAW
Des Moines, Iowa



8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

TECHNOLOGY AND THE TRUCK
Just when you thought you were caught up, it changed again. This session will present an intriguing real-world fact 
scenario as the backdrop for introducing several of the issues that will be covered in further detail over the course of 
this seminar – but, first, let’s talk cell phones.

Introduction of Fact Pattern & Reframing the Issues: Cell Phone Evidence

Your driver is talking on the cell phone when the accident happens – automatic liability, right? Not so fast, do you 
know why the FMCSR regulations allow hands-free use? Is there any way to combat the “public” perception that cell 
use equals fault? This presentation will discuss the history of driver distraction analysis and science behind DOT’s 
decision to allow hand’s free communication.

Plaintiff’s Reconstructionist says it’s all your driver’s fault – let’s look at some new technologies available to help us 
dig a little deeper into those claims and show the jury what really happened.
•	 Accident reconstruction/animations – that’s really neat! 
•	 ECM data versus satellite information (e.g., “Peoplenet”) – not infallible, look closer 
•	 Responding to manipulation of modelling data – garbage in/garbage out 
•	 Electronic log improprieties – are they all the same?

Clark Aspy
Moderator
NAMAN HOWELL 
SMITH & LEE
Austin, Texas

Leslie Leazer
Senior Director 
of Claims and 
Litigation
KNIGHT-SWIFT 
TRANSPORTATION
Phoenix, Arizona

Cynthia Paisley
Vice President 
of Claims
PROSIGHT 
SPECIALTY 
INSURANCE
Morristown,  
New Jersey

Robert Stacy
DANIEL COKER 
HORTON & 
BELL, P.A.
Oxford, Mississippi

9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  BREAK

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

ON BOARD AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING SYSTEMS--GOLD MINE OR MINE FIELD?  
NAVIGATING THE LOGISTICAL AND LEGAL ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH ONBOARD SYSTEMS.
The onboard audio and video systems available today provide 
access to a treasure trove of data that be used as either a sword or 
a shield. Knowing exactly what information is stored, how it is stored 
and how to retrieve and analyze it is critical in determining how it 
can best serve the carrier and their attorneys in defense of a claim. 
Making sure to avoid potential hazards and pitfalls in the collection 
process can also make or break a case.

Gregory  
D. Conforti
Moderator
JOHNSON & BELL
Chicago, Illinois

Jeff Stupp
Vice-President & 
General Counsel
CARDINAL 
LOGISTICS 
MANAGEMENT 
CORPORATION
Concord,  
North Carolina

Ken Crippen
President & CEO
ATTIC RRG
Missoula, Montana

Shelley Bennett
General Counsel
LYTX, INC.
San Diego, 
California

Raul P. Sedillo
BUTT THORNTON 
& BAEHR
Albuquerque,  
New Mexico

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  BREAK

10:45 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.

THREE STICKS OF DYNAMITE IN THE ROAD: DON’T BLOW UP VERDICTS
Every case has several issues that could explode at any moment. 
In this interactive session, two defense lawyers, a former plaintiff’s 
lawyer and now in-house counsel, and a sitting trial judge will 
explore three issues that could make or break your case. The panel 
will share secrets to dealing with some of the most explosive trial 
issues and will also seek your input.

John Tarpley
Moderator
LEWIS THOMASON
Nashville, 
Tennessee

Vallie Dugas
Associate General 
Counsel, Director 
of Safety – Claims 
Management
MELTON TRUCK 
LINES
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Eric Nau
Corporate Counsel
PRIME INC.
Springfield, Missouri

Joe Swift
BROWN & JAMES
St. Louis, Missouri

11:20 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

“JUST A SOUL WHOSE INTENTIONS ARE GOOD….OH PLEASE DON’T LET ME BE 
MISUNDERSTOOD”
Juror biases against trucking companies and their drivers often give 
the plaintiff a head start and present a handicap for defendants.  
Defendants must recognize these handicaps and humanize the 
driver and the trucking company. Learn how two major trucking 
companies overcome these handicaps by their emphasis on 
safety, professionalism and the daily delivery of goods to our 
communities.  National television commercials and advertising 
highlighting the history, safety awards, sponsorships and charitable 
activities of these large trucking companies as well as their 
compassion for their drivers and clients, personalize these otherwise 
faceless corporations.  Hear how our jury consultant suggests voir 
dire can be used to reinforce these qualities and overcome jurors’ 
preconceived biases.  

Felice Cotignola
Moderator
LESTER SCHWAB 
KATZ & DWYER
New York, New York

Janet Shelley
Corporate Claims 
Manager
OLD DOMINION 
FREIGHT LINE
Thomasville,  
North Carolina

Sara Miemiec
Director of Claims 
and Litigation
SCHNEIDER 
NATIONAL 
CARRIERS
Green Bay, 
Wisconsin

Marygrace 
Schaeffer
Vice President
DECISIONQUEST
Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota

Duke Highfield
YCR LAW
Charleston,  
South Carolina



FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.

ATTENDEE BREAKFAST 
BUFFET
Rocky Mountain Ballroom  
C & D

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

SPOUSE BREAKFAST 
BUFFET
Rocky Mountain Ballroom  
C & D

8:00 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.

PROGRAM SESSIONS
Rocky Mountain Ballroom  
A & B, Divide Rooms  
and West Ballroom

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.

PROGRAM 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

HAVE YOU NOTICED THE INCREASE IN MILD  
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY?
This dynamic panel, led by Dr. Gibson, will discuss new issues that are developing in the field of mild 
traumatic brain injury (mTBI) including interpretation of neuropsychological testing and identification of peer 
reviewed neuropsychological studies that can aid in defeating or minimizing these cases. Dr. Gibson will 
identify many symptoms complained of by mTBI plaintiffs are the same as seen in the general population 
who never suffered a mTBI. The panel will discuss best practices in defending these cases and the current 
tactics plaintiff’s lawyers are using in bringing these cases.

Warner Fox
Moderator
HAWKINS PARNELL 
THACKSTON & YOUNG
Atlanta, Georgia

Douglas P. Gibson, Ph.D. 
President/Clinical Health 
& Neuropsychologist
MEDPHSYC OF VIRGINIA
Richmond, Virginia

Rocky Coe
Claims Manager
MCLANE COMPANY, INC.
Temple, Texas

Lance Eberhart
HALL & EVANS, L.L.C.
Denver, Colorado	

9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

PREPARE FOR IMPACT! USING ANIMATION TO TELL YOUR STORY
Human beings are moved by visual cues. Placing jurors in a driver’s shoes can be a powerful tool for your 
defense. This session examines the scientific, evidentiary, strategic, financial and emotional components of 
3D animation in catastrophic truck accident litigation.  Get tips, tricks and hacks from industry leaders and 
trial attorneys who have employed animation in serious cases with compelling results.

Carolyn Ramos
Moderator
BUTT THORNTON & BAEHR
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Frank Albanese
Vice-President of Claims
LANDSTAR
Jacksonville, Florida

Cheryl Archual
Commercial Claims Consultant
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE
Portland, Tennessee

Joseph Farris
FRANDEN FARRIS QUILLEN 
GOODNIGHT + ROBERTS
Tulsa, Oklahoma

9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  BREAK

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

BUFFET LUNCH
Mountain View Terrace

1:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

GOLF TOURNAMENT (See insert)
Shot gun start at 1:00 p.m. on the East 
Course with scramble setup. Advance 
registration is required. Lunch on the carts.

1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES (See insert)
Advanced registration is required.

Cocktail Reception and Buffet Dinner
Cheyenne Lodge

The fun continues at this evening’s interactive 
reception and dinner. Shuttles will transport you 
from the Broadmoor West porte a couchere and 

deliver you to the beautiful Cheyenne Lodge, 
located a short 5 minutes from the Broadmoor main 

campus. Gather round the fire at this evening’s 
quintessential Colorado experience. You’ll have a 
chance to get to know a wolf and various birds of 
prey during the cocktail reception followed by a 

buffet dinner featuring local favorites including wild 
boar and Rocky Mountain trout.

10:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

Hospitality Lounge
PLAY at the Broadmoor

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  

Wolves, Falcons & Friends



THE ANTI REPTILE— 
FINDING EFFECTIVE 
WAYS TO EVIDENCE 
THE IMPORT 
OF SAFETY TO 
THE TRUCKING 
INDUSTRY
Industry safety standards 
continue to become stricter 
and safety regulations 
continue to demand more 
from companies and their 
drivers. But the plaintiff’s bar 
has somehow made it appear 
that the trucking industry is 
one to be feared and that 
it has moved away from 
the concern and attention 
to safety. This panel will 
not raise awareness of the 
Reptile—we know it’s there. 
But rather, it will look at 
the most effective ways to 
provide testimonial evidence 
of the extraordinary efforts 
made by the industry to 
increase roadway safety.

Melanie Cheairs
Moderator
LORANCE & THOMPSON
Houston, Texas

Bill Maleski
VP–Corporate Safety 
& Compliance
XPO LOGISTICS
Charlotte, North Carolina

Benjamin Jones
LEWIS THOMASON
Knoxville, Tennessee

ALLEGATIONS 
OF REGULATORY 
VIOLATIONS & HOW 
TO EXCLUDE THEM
This panel will discuss ways 
to combat and exclude 
a plaintiff’s allegations 
of regulatory violations, 
particularly in situations 
where the alleged violation 
has no causal relation to the 
accident.

Audra Dickens
Moderator
MCCANDLISH HOLTON PC
Richmond, Virginia

Bryan Hill
Inland Marine Account Manager
SEDGWICK CLAIMS 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Nashville, Tennessee

Karla Eaves
Associate General Counsel 
CARDINAL LOGISTICS 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION
Concord, North Carolina

Karie Wilson
ALVERSON TAYLOR & SANDERS
Las Vegas, Nevada

TOXICOLOGY  
UPDATE
This panel will discuss 
current events in the 
transportation industry as 
far as problems concerning 
prescription drugs, non-
prescription drugs, illegal 
drugs, testing methodologies, 
and current trends on what 
can be smoked, taken 
orally, injected, or otherwise 
introduced into one’s body.

James R. Jarrow
Moderator
BAKER STERCHI 
COWDEN & RICE
Kansas City, Missouri

Dr. Carla J. Kinslow
Toxicologist & Director of 
Toxicology and Food Safety
RIMKUS CONSULTING GROUP
Houston, Texas

Dan Fowler
Risk Manager
CFI
Joplin, Missouri

Paul Robinson
MEYER, DARRAGH, BUCKLER, 
BEBENEK & ECK, P.L.L.C.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

LOOKING AT THE 
WORLD THROUGH  
A WINDSHIELD
While the perspective of the 
driver is often discussed, we 
rarely have an opportunity 
to talk to drivers until they 
have been involved in a 
critical occurrence. During 
this session, we will bring to 
you drivers who have been 
through litigation who will 
discuss a variety of topics 
related to their profession 
and their experience with the 
litigation process. 

Jay Skolaut
Moderator
HINKLE LAW FIRM
Wichita, Kansas

Sandra Brownell
Vice-President of Risk 
Management
PERFORMANCE FOOD GROUP
Centennial, Colorado

Antwan Phillips
WRIGHT LINDSEY JENNINGS
Little Rock, Arkansas

BREAKOUT A BREAKOUT b BREAKOUT c BREAKOUT d

10:00 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.  BREAKOUT SESSIONS: GROUP 1

10:40 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.

BREAK
10:50 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS: GROUP 2
***Repeat group 1 sessions



What is ALFA International?
ALFA International is the premier network of independent law firms. Founded in 1980, ALFA International was 
the first and continues to be one of the largest and strongest legal networks. We have 150 member firms 
throughout the world. Our 80 U.S. firms represent 95 of the 100 largest metropolitan areas. Our 70 international 
firms are located throughout Europe, Asia, Australia/New Zealand, Africa, Canada, Mexico and South America.

ALFA International’s mission is to provide high quality, cost efficient legal services wherever our clients 
need them. The ALFA International model enables our members to use their local expertise to deliver highly 
effective legal solutions, often drawing upon the collective wisdom and experience of other member firms. 
ALFA International clients benefit from a geographically comprehensive network of exceptional law firms 
and accomplished trial and business counsel. Our member firms meet high standards to be part of the ALFA 
International network and are well respected by their peers in the legal and business community.

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

BREAK

11:45 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.

BABY IT’S HOT OUTSIDE! 
Learn from seasoned transportation experts and litigators as they 
discuss the hottest topics in this dynamic industry.

Paul Yarbrough
Moderator
HALL & EVANS
Denver, Colorado

Rebecca Brewster
President & CEO
AMERICAN TRANSPORTATION 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE (ATRI)
Arlington, Virginia

Raul Garcia
Risk Management Director
MESILLA VALLEY 
TRANSPORTATION
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Rob Garrett 
National Director Safety 
& Risk Management
AMERICAN MEDICAL RESPONSE
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Jim Crocker
Manager – Liability Claims
FEDEX FREIGHT, INC.
Harrison, Arkansas

Nicole J. Tung
HALLORAN & SAGE, LLP
New Haven, Connecticut

12:25 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

CLOSING REMARKS

12:30 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.

ALFA INTERNATIONAL ATTORNEY– 
PRACTICE GROUP MEETING

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

BUFFET LUNCH
Mountain View Terrace

1:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

GOLF CASUAL PLAY (See insert)
Shot gun start at 1:30 p.m. on the East Course, play your own ball. 
Advance registration is required. Lunch on the carts.

1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES (See insert)
Advance registration is required

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Optional Farewell Cocktails 
and Plated Dinner (See insert)

Lakeside Terrace & Dining Room

Advance registration is required



Frank Albanese is Vice President 
of Risk Management Claim Services 
(RMCS), a division of Landstar 
System, Inc. a national leader in freight 
transportation and supply chain solutions, 
headquartered in Jacksonville, FL. He 
is responsible for managing the claims 
operation for Landstar System, Inc., 
and its subsidiary operating companies. 
These risks include; Trucking/Auto 
Liability, General Liability, Cargo Liability 
and other risk exposures. Prior to 
joining Landstar, Frank held positions 
as Claims VP, managing a staff of claim 
professionals with regional and national 
insurers, focusing on large national 
accounts in the area of trucking fleets, 
automotive dealerships, manufacturing, 
municipalities, School districts, and 
construction. He served as a founding 
advisory board member of the Liability 
Insurance Research Bureau, chaired the 
Claims Committee for the Conference 
of Casualty Insurance Cos, served on 
the advisory board of the NAIIA and 
the State of Florida’s Public Private 
Partnership’s Catastrophe panel. 
He currently serves on the client 
advisory board for ALFA International’s 
Transportation Group. Frank has a 
degree in Banking and Insurance from 
Mohawk Valley College and Business 
Administration from Utica College. He 
also holds a CPCU and AIC designation.

Cheryl Archual is a Commercial 
Casualty Claims Consultant for 
Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance. 
Her company insures feed mills, 
food processors, grain elevators, 
seed conditioning plants, refined fuel 
distributors/convenience stores, dairy 
processors, milk haulers, farm stores, 
nurseries and greenhouses, beverage 
bottle distributors, and so on... in other 
words, a lot of big rigs. Background is 
that of Director of Claims for 16 years 

at a more than 1,000 truck company as 
well as prior Litigation Manager/Casualty 
Claims Manager of one of the premier 
trucking companies, JB Hunt. Cheryl 
has been with Nationwide for almost 
13 years and only handles large losses, 
which include catastrophic losses (life, 
amputations, paraplegic, quadriplegic), 
and a majority of losses involve litigation.

Clark Aspy is a member of the 
Austin Texas office of Naman Howell 
Smith & Lee.  He is Board Certified 
in Personal Injury Trial Law, is AV 
rated by Martindale Hubbell, and 
has frequently been recognized by 
Texas Lawyer publication as a “Super 
Lawyer”. He devotes a substantial 
portion of his practice to trucking 
defense and transportation litigation 
and has previously served as chair of 
the ALFA International Transportation 
group.  He obtained his BBA from 
Baylor University in 1981 and JD from 
the University of Tennessee in 1984.

D. Cameron Beck, Jr. is a Director with 
McCandlish Holton in Richmond, Virginia 
where he defends civil litigation matters 
and leads the firm’s transportation 
practice group. He has an active federal 
and state court trial practice with over 
sixty jury trials.  Cam is the current Chair 
of the ALFA International Transportation 
Steering Committee.  He also is the 
Immediate Past-President of the Virginia 
Association of Defense Attorneys.  Cam 
is also a member of the DRI Trucking 
group and TIDA.  His frequent lectures 
on transportation issues have included 
presentations to the Virginia Association 
Defense Attorneys, the Virginia Transit 
Association, the American Conference 
Institute, and ALFA International’s 
annual Transportation Seminar. He has 
been a contributor to the American 
Bus Association’s Bus Ride magazine 

and ALFA International’s Transport 
Update.  He earned his B.A. from the 
College of William & Mary, and graduated 
cum laude from the Washington & 
Lee University School of Law.

Shelley Bennett is responsible for Lytx’s 
legal, legislative affairs, and regulatory 
compliance matters and also serves as 
corporate secretary and chief privacy 
officer. Lytx is a market leader in providing 
video and telematics solutions to the 
transportation industry. Shelley has 
over two decades of legal experience 
and has served in numerous leadership 
roles. Prior to joining Lytx in 2011, she 
practiced corporate and transactional 
law both at SAIC and at the law firm 
of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP, 
specializing in mergers and acquisitions, 
public and private financing, joint 
ventures, licensing arrangements, and 
corporate governance matters. Shelley 
is a Michigan native and received a B.A. 
from Dartmouth College and a J.D. from 
University of Michigan Law School.

Rebecca Brewster is President and 
Chief Operating Officer of the American 
Transportation Research Institute (ATRI). 
ATRI is the trucking industry’s not-for-
profit research organization, whose 
mission is research to improve the 
trucking industry’s safety and productivity. 
Rebecca is the recipient of several awards 
including Fleet Owner magazine’s 2016 
Dozen Outstanding Women in Trucking, 
the 2013 Influential Woman in Trucking 
award and the 2010 J.R. Bob Halladay 
award given by the 50 state trucking 
associations. Rebecca has been with 
ATRI for over 25 years. Prior to that, she 
was the Public and Governmental Affairs 
Director for the Cary, North Carolina 
Chamber of Commerce and a Fleet 
Analyst with Moen, Inc. Rebecca has 
a B.A. in English from Wofford College 

FACULTY BIOS



and she is a Fellow of the North Carolina 
Institute of Political Leadership. Rebecca 
is married to Kevin Brewster and they 
have two sons, T.C. (20), and Eric (15). 
The Brewsters live in Marietta, Georgia.

Sandy Brownell is Senior Director- 
Risk Management for Performance 
Food Group. Performance Food Group 
is a nationwide food distributor with 
approximately 2,700 power units in 
service. Ms. Brownell has years of 
experience in risk management both 
as an adjuster, claims consultant and 
for the past ten years in Corporate 
Risk Management. Ms. Brownell is 
an integral part of the management 
and defense of transportation claims. 
She received her BA in education 
from California State University, Los 
Angeles and has received her Associate 
in Claims and Associate in Risk 
Management Designations. Ms. Brownell 
is a frequent speaker on transportation 
and risk management issues.

Melanie Cheairs is a partner at the 
Houston, Texas ALFA International firm 
of Lorance & Thompson P.C. Melanie’s 
trial practice focuses on defending her 
clients in the Hospitality, Retail and 
Transportation industries against injury 
and commercial loss, resulting from Dram 
Shop Liability, Premises and Security 
failures, and Product Liability claims and 
includes employment and commercial 
business disputes. Melanie is actively 
involved in ALFA International, where she 
is an ALFA International Board Member 
and served as the Program Chair of the 
2016 International Client Seminar. She 
also serves on the Steering Committee 
of the Transportation, Hospitality & 
Retail and Women’s Initiative Practice 
Groups. She is a Member of the 
National Restaurant and Retail Defense 
Association, and the Claims Litigation 

Management Alliance, and the National 
Association of Professional Women. 
Melanie is a frequent author and speaker 
on issues related to Dram Shop Liability, 
and Trucking Liability. Following a career 
at Texas A&M as an NCAA All-American 
Swimmer, Melanie received her Juris 
Doctor from South Texas College of 
Law. She is a Fellow with the Texas 
Bar Foundation. She is the immediate 
Past President of the Texas A&M 
Women’s Former Students’ Network.

Rocky Coe is the Director of Claims 
Services Inc. which is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of McLane Company and their 
Third Party Liability Claims Administrator. 
Responsibilities include overseeing 
all Auto and General Liability claims 
and litigation for McLane Company, 
Inc. and managing a staff of 8 claims 
professionals. Rocky has 25 years of 
insurance claims experience, with 15 
of those years in commercial trucking. 
Rocky spent 10 years with Texas 
Farm Bureau Insurance handling and 
supervising Personal Auto, Homeowner, 
Farm & Ranch, and Commercial Auto 
and General Liability claims. He holds an 
Associate in Claims designation, Senior 
Claims Law designation, and completing 
the Charted Property Casualty 
Underwriter program for the CPCU 
designation. Rocky holds memberships 
with the Trucking Industry Defense 
Association, Claims and Litigation 
Management Alliance, Claims Law 
Society, and the CPCU Society. He is a 
graduate of Texas State University where 
he earned a Bachelors Degree in Exercise 
and Sports Science. Rocky is married to 
Kim and has two boys ages 16 and 21. 
He enjoys spending time with family, the 
outdoors, and coaching youth sports.

Christy Comstock is a partner in 
the Fayetteville, Arkansas law firm of 
Wales & Comstock with an emphasis 
on transportation litigation. She is a 
member of ABA TIPS, ABOTA, TIDA 
and the Transportation Lawyers 
Association, and is the Chair of the 
Arkansas Trucking Seminar. She has 
been recognized by Super Lawyers 
in the field of transportation

Gregory D. Conforti is co-chair of the 
Transportation group at Johnson & Bell, 
Ltd. Clients regularly retain Mr. Conforti 
for their most complex catastrophic 
litigated cases. Mr. Conforti has 
successfully tried cases to verdict in the 
Law Division of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County, as well as in the surrounding 
municipal districts and the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois. 
Mr. Conforti has received numerous 
awards, including being named as one 
of the “40 Attorneys Under 40 in Illinois 
to Watch,” by the Law Bulletin Publishing 
Company in 2003, and an AV rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell and has also received 
the highest possible rating in ability and 
ethics from Martindale-Hubbell’s judicial 
evaluations. He is also recognized as a 
Member of the Nation’s Top One Percent 
of attorneys by the National Association of 
Distinguished Counsel. Mr. Conforti has 
given presentations across the country 
for the American Trucking Associations, 
Chicago Bar Association, the American 
Law Firm Association (ALFA International) 
and the Transportation Lawyers 
Association. He serves as Chair Emeritus 
for the ALFA International Transportation 
Practice Group. Mr. Conforti earned his 
J.D. from Wake Forest University in 1988 
and is admitted to the Illinois Supreme 
Court, Federal Trial Bar, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, U.S. 
District Court for the Central District of 



Illinois, U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Indiana, and U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of Illinois.

Felice Cotignola is a Partner at Lester 
Schwab Katz & Dwyer, LLP, one of the 
ALFA International member firms in 
New York City. Specializing in trucking 
and transportation casualty and related 
issues, she is regional and catastrophic 
loss counsel for some of the largest motor 
carriers and truck insurance carriers in 
the United States. Her practice spans the 
state and Federal courts. Felice frequently 
lectures at national seminars. She is a 
member of the ALFA International Board 
of Directors and serves on the steering 
committee for the ALFA International 
Transportation Practice Group. She 
has been named one of the Top 
Attorneys in the New York Metro Area. 

Ken Crippen is President and Chief 
Executive Officer of American Trucking 
and Transportation Insurance Company, 
a Risk Retention Group.  ATTIC, RRG is 
a captive insurance company currently 
owned by twelve insured motor carriers.  
Domiciled in Montana, ATTIC, RRG writes 
liability policies for mid to large size motor 
carriers currently operating 5,200 power 
units in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.

Jim Crocker is the Liability Claims 
Manager for FedEx Freight, Inc. Jim 
oversees a team of claims professionals 
responsible for the oversight and 
management of all third-party liability 
claims and litigation in Canada, USA, 
Mexico and Puerto Rico. Prior to 
joining FedEx, Jim maintained an 
active defense practice in Michigan.

Audra Dickens is a Director in the 
litigation practice group at the Richmond, 
Virginia firm McCandlish Holton. Her 
practice focuses on civil litigation, 
primarily in the areas of automobile liability 
defense and trucking defense, as well as 

premises and products liability defense. 
She also has experience in employment 
law, cases involving significant electronic 
discovery, and numerous state and 
federal appellate matters. Audra has 
successfully represented clients in jury 
and bench trials in state and federal 
courts across Virginia. Audra is the Chair 
of the Auto & Transportation Liability 
section of the Virginia Association of 
Defense Attorneys (VADA) and has 
been named a “2019 Rising Star” in 
Transportation/Maritime Law in Virginia.

Vallie Dugas attended Loyola University 
School of Law and the University of 
Arizona Law School before becoming 
licensed to practice in 1997. She began 
her career as a lawyer defending 
maritime lawsuits. Later, Vallie worked 
at a respected Plaintiff firm where 
she prosecuted catastrophic, multi-
jurisdictional suits until leaving to start a 
family. When she returned to work, Vallie 
began working as the Claims Manager 
for an insurance holdings company who 
owned several insurers nationally. In that 
capacity, she manage claims personnel 
and monitored claims to minimize 
exposure, assisted in the preparation 
of trial and resolution strategies both 
pre-suit and in litigated claims, and 
managed panel counsel. Vallie’s past 
work experience complimented Leake 
& Andersson’s transportation team and 
she joined the firm in 2014. During her 
tenure, she litigated claims for trucking 
transportation and logistics companies. 
She is licensed in Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Texas. Following a career in private 
practice, Vallie recently joined the ranks of 
in-house counsel with Melton Truck Lines, 
Inc., a flatbed trucking company that 
operates in Canada, the United States, 
and Mexico. Vallie manages the litigation 
department and is Director of Safety.

Karla Eaves, Cardinal Logistics 
Management Corp.: Karla joined Cardinal 
in 2016 as Associate General Counsel. 
Cardinal is a privately-held, leading 
third-party logistics provider focused on 
providing dedicated contract carriage, 
final mile delivery, and transportation 
management services to multiple 
industries across the nation. Karla 
manages auto liability claims, employment 
litigation, contract negotiation, and 
intellectual property for Cardinal. Prior 
to joining Cardinal, Karla spent years 
working in the NASCAR industry as 
counsel for a privately held company 
that manufactured and distributed driver 
souvenirs and merchandise at racetracks 
across the country.  She earned her BA 
from Davidson College in Davidson, NC 
and JD from the University of Richmond.

Lance G. Eberhart is the CEO at the 
ALFA International law firm Hall & Evans, 
LLC. Mr. Eberhart practices in the area 
of complex civil litigation handling the 
defense of a full range of property and 
casualty matters including matters directly 
affecting the Transportation Industry. Prior 
to joining Hall & Evans Mr. Eberhart had 
significant trial and appellate experience 
in the field of criminal defense. Mr. 
Eberhart is in numerous professional 
organizations and is a member of both 
the ALFA International Hospitality & Retail 
and Transportation Steering Committees. 
He was the 2016 ALFA International 
Hospitality & Retail Law Practice Group 
Chair. Mr. Eberhart is a graduate of the 
Washington University School of Law.

Joseph Farris is the Managing Partner of 
and has been a member of the Tulsa law 
firm Franden | Farris | Quillin | Goodnight 
+ Roberts since 1976. He has extensive 
trial experience handling litigation matters 
covering a wide range of disputes. His 
primary focus has been in the areas of 
professional liability defense, over-the-
road-trucking, bad faith and complex 



business litigation. He also has substantial 
experience in litigation involving 
construction contract disputes, products 
liability, family law, environmental, and 
employment law matters. Joe received 
his A.B. Degree in 1969 in History from 
the University of Missouri and his Juris 
Doctor degree with honors in 1976 from 
the University of Tulsa College of Law, 
where he served as Managing Editor of 
the Tulsa Law Journal. Joe is a Fellow, 
American College of Trial Lawyers, a 
Fellow of the International Academy of 
Trial Lawyers and is a member of the 
Tulsa County, Oklahoma and American 
Bar Associations, a member of the 
Defense Research Institute and the 
Association of Defense Trial Attorneys. 
He is admitted to practice before the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court, all of the 
Federal Districts of Oklahoma; the 9th, 
10th and the D.C. Circuit Courts of Appeal 
as well as the United States Supreme 
Court. Joe has been recognized by 
Superlawyers as one of the “Top Ten” 
lawyers in Oklahoma for 2012-2018. Joe 
also served in the United States Army 
in Germany from 1969 through 1973 as 
a First Lieutenant, Military Intelligence.

Dan Fowler joined CFI in 1994 as Safety 
Supervisor/Workers Compensation. Mr. 
Fowler took over the claims department 
in 1997 as Safety Manager/Claims. 
In September of 2000, he assumed 
the position of Safety Manager/Risk, 
which includes all claims in litigation 
and high exposure cases. He has 
also worked for Trism Incorporated, 
handling claims. Mr. Fowler graduated 
in 1987 from Missouri Southern State 
University, Joplin, Mo., with a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration. 
He is a Certified Director of Safety.

Warner S. Fox is a Senior Partner with 
Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young 
LLP. Warner has practiced with the Firm 
for more than 30 years. His practice 

focuses on catastrophic accident litigation 
primarily arising from matters involving 
transportation accidents, premises and 
products liability. Through the years, 
Warner has tried numerous cases 
involving many types of tort matters. 
He is often called upon by his clients 
to handle catastrophic matters in other 
jurisdictions. Many of those catastrophic 
matters have been cases involving 
traumatic brain injury, a topic on which 
he lectures frequently. Warner developed 
a subspecialty in defending these types 
of cases based upon his many years 
of experience in defending them.

Raul Garcia was born in Caracas, 
Venezuela and relocated to USA in 1977 
and is now a very proud US Citizen 
and avid horseman.  He has been a 
resident of New México since 1977 
where he graduated from high school 
and college. He received a Bachelor 
degree in Business Administration with 
specialization in Marketing, Transportation 
and Logistics in 1996.  He has been 
in the transportation industry for over 
23 years, with most of that experience 
in risk management, claims, and 
litigation. Since 2003 he has been Risk 
Management Director for Mesilla Valley 
Transportation, and is past president of 
the New Mexico Trucking Association.

Robert Garrett is the National Director 
of Safety & Risk for American Medical 
Response (AMR), one of the nation’s 
largest medical transport organizations. 
He has been with AMR for 18 years as 
a paramedic and safety professional. 
Mr. Garrett is a member of the National 
Registry of Emergency Medical 
Technicians Board of Directors. He 
holds a Certified Safety Professional 
(CSP) certification from the Board of 
Certified Safety Professionals and 
has expertise on OSHA-compliant 
workplace safety. Mr. Garrett holds a 
bachelor’s degree in human development 

from Texas Tech University and a 
master’s degree in aviation safety from 
Central Missouri State University. 

Douglas Gibson is the owner and 
president of MedPsych of Virginia, a 
private practice specializing in behavioral 
medicine and neuropsychological 
consultation in Reston Virginia. Since 
1996, Dr. Gibson has provided expert 
consultation on thousands of medically-
complicated cases, including mTBI, TBI, 
PTSD and poly-trauma. He has given 
expert testimony in cases throughout the 
country and is often asked to lecture on 
topics related to traumatic brain injury 
as well as symptom validity. He is Board 
Certified by the American Board of 
Professional Psychology (ABPP-Health), 
The American Board for Homeland 
Security, the American Board of 
Psychological Specialties (Rehabilitation), 
and is a Certified Medical Investigator 
(American College of Forensic Examiners).

Bryan Hill is the Inland Marine 
Account Manager for Sedgwick 
Claims Management Services. Prior to 
Sedgwick’s acquisition of Cunningham 
Lindsey in April 2018, he served as 
the US Director of Transportation for 
Cunningham Lindsey. Bryan has been 
with Sedgwick (formerly Cunningham 
Lindsey) for 16 years as a liability claims 
representative, branch manager, district 
manager, and director of transportation. 
His responsibilities include overseeing 
the commercial trucking, auto, and inland 
marine claims in the US. Bryan has over 
20 years of insurance claims experience, 
and prior to Sedgwick spent several years 
at Progressive Insurance handling and 
supervising personal and commercial 
auto. He is a graduate of the University 
of Tennessee Knoxville where he earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in Economics. 
Sedgwick is a leading global provider of 



technology-enabled risk, benefits and 
integrated business solutions with 21,000 
colleagues located in 65 countries.

Duke R. Highfield is a partner at Young 
Clement Rivers, LLP, where he serves 
as chair of four of the Firm’s Practice 
Groups: Educational Institution Liability, 
Products Liability, Retail Liability, and 
Trucking and Transportation. Duke 
represents a wide array of nationwide 
and local clients, primarily with an 
emphasis on defending those clients 
in pending or threatened litigation in 
South Carolina and the Southeast. Duke 
and his team are also available, 24/7, to 
handle catastrophic losses and accident 
investigations. In addition to the team’s 
attorneys, we provide a network of 
experts, investigators and field adjusters, 
all available at any time. Duke is an 
experienced and successful trial attorney, 
having tried to conclusion an extensive 
variety of cases over the past 25 years. 
Duke has been selected by his peers 
as Best Lawyers ® 2019 Lawyer of the 
Year for Charleston in the specialty of 
Litigation-Insurance. Only a single lawyer 
in each practice area in the community 
is honored with the “Lawyer of the Year” 
award. Duke has also been accepted 
as a member of ABOTA, the American 
Board of Trial Advocates. ABOTA is 
dedicated to the highest ethical and 
technical standards of trial advocacy. It is 
an invitation only organization, which only 
accepts attorneys who have completed 
at least 10 civil trials as lead counsel and 
who demonstrate high personal character 
and an honorable reputation. Duke was 
selected for inclusion in the 2017, 2018, 
and 2019 editions of The Best Lawyers 
in America. Duke has also received the 
AV Preeminent™ Rating Judicial Edition, 
which is the highest possible rating an 
attorney may receive for both legal ability 
and ethical standards. Duke is also the 
chair of the Firm’s Marketing Committee.

James R. Jarrow, Esq. is a Member in 
the Kansas City office of Baker Sterchi 
Cowden & Rice, LLC, where his civil 
litigation practice is primarily focused on 
the defense of personal injury matters for 
the transportation and retail industries. 
Prior to attending law school, Jim was 
an accident reconstruction specialist, 
which has been invaluable in defending 
transportation clients. Jim is a leader 
of the firm’s Transportation Practice 
Group and has been a member of ALFA 
International’s Transportation Practice 
Group for numerous years, serving as a 
contributing author for publications and 
speaker for seminars of the group. He is 
also a member of TIDA. He is licensed in 
Kansas and Missouri, practices in State 
and Federal courts, the 8th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, the Tenth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the United States Supreme 
Court. Jim has litigated matters in courts 
across the United States, successfully 
handling cases valued from a few 
thousand dollars to over 130M dollars. 
AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell, he is 
an experienced trial lawyer, having tried 
well over 100 cases in his 30-year career. 
Preparing every case for trial, coupled 
with the fact that the plaintiffs’ bar knows 
he tries and wins cases, has proven to 
result in excellent mediation outcomes.

Benjamin W. Jones is a shareholder in 
the Knoxville and Nashville, Tennessee 
ALFA International law firm of Lewis, 
Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, 
P.C. where he concentrates his 
practice in hospitality law, premises 
liability, transportation, and general 
negligence with a focus on defending 
personal injury matters. Ben has 
represented numerous hotels, bars, 
restaurants, convenience stores and 
retail establishments, in the defense of 
dram shop, security and premise liability 
cases. In addition, Ben has defended 
wrongful death and other catastrophic 
injury cases in the transportation 

field. He received his undergraduate 
and doctor of jurisprudence from 
The University of Tennessee. 

Carla J. Kinslow, Ph.D. Dr. Kinslow 
is a toxicologist with over 29 years of 
biomedical, regulatory, and environmental 
experience. Carla has expertise in 
inhalation and oral toxicology; derivation 
of regulatory screening values for oral 
and inhalation exposure, toxicogenomics; 
toxicological risk assessment and 
communication of such risk to diverse 
stakeholders. Her work has included 
assessing the potential for chemicals 
and drugs of abuse to cause impairment, 
disease or injury, based upon the dose-
response relationship and the known 
toxicological properties of the materials 
involved. She is routinely asked to 
conduct and interpret modeling related 
to blood alcohol concentration (BAC) 
in DRAM shop as well as evaluate the 
clinical results of drug and alcohol 
testing, particularly with respect to 
a substance’s potential toxicological 
impact on the human body.

Leslie Leazer is currently the Vice 
President of Claims and Litigation for 
Knight-Swift Transportation Holdings, 
Inc. in Phoenix, Arizona. She possesses 
32 years of experience in the insurance 
industry, primarily handling Commercial 
Auto Liability. She has additional, prior 
experience with self-insured companies 
as well as extensive expertise in coverage 
issues. Prior to her employment with 
Knight, Mrs. Leazer was the Claims/
Litigation Manager at Swift Transportation 
Co., Inc., Budget Rent-A-Car and 
Midland Risk Insurance Company. She 
also worked at Transamerica Insurance 
Company, American Family Insurance 
and Scottsdale Insurance Company. 
Mrs. Leazer grew up in Chicago, 
Illinois and attended college at Bradley 



University. She has been married to her 
husband Gregory Leazer for 25 years 
and they have one son, named Sean.

William ‘Bill’ Maleski is Vice President, 
Fleet Safety and Compliance for XPO 
logistics. XPO Logistics, Inc. (NYSE: XPO) 
is a top ten global logistics provider of 
cutting-edge supply chain solutions to the 
most successful companies in the world. 
Prior to becoming a part of the XPO team, 
Bill was the Senior Director of Safety and 
compliance for Bridge Terminal Transport.

Sara Miemiec has been with INS 
Insurance, Inc for 25 years.  She served 
in many different roles throughout 
her career, and has been the Director 
of Litigation since 2008.  In her role 
she is responsible for all litigation and 
catastrophic loss. INS is the captive 
insurance carrier for Schneider.  

Eric Nau is corporate counsel for 
New Prime, Inc., the nation’s largest 
refrigerated carrier headquartered out 
of Springfield, MO. In this capacity, 
his main job function is to oversee all 
aspects of trucking claims and litigation. 
Prior to working for New Prime, Inc. 
he was an associate attorney for the 
law firm of McDonald & Associates, 
which was a general civil litigation 
firm. In addition to his law degree 
from the University of Tulsa, Eric has 
an MBA from Drury University. 

Cynthia Paisley is the Vice President of 
Claims Strategic Leadership at ProSight 
Specialty Insurance. ProSight Specialty 
Insurance was founded with the explicit 
purpose of introducing innovation to 
the commercial property and casualty 
insurance market.   Cynthia has 24 
years’ experience in risk management, 
insurance, claims, safety and loss 
control.  She is an innovative leader 
with an inherent focus on getting 
results.  Cynthia’s positive spirt stems 

from being an alumni of Penn State 
University where she roared with Nittany 
Lion pride throughout her matriculation.

Antwan Phillips has a trial-oriented 
practice. His practice includes premises 
liability, dental malpractice and trucking 
litigation. Phillips is a partner at Wright, 
Lindsey & Jennings. He is a member of 
the American Bar Association, Arkansas 
Bar Association, Pulaski County Bar 
Association, National Association of 
Bond Lawyers, Defense Research 
Institute (DRI) and Arkansas Association 
of Defense Counsel. In 2016, he was 
appointed Vice Chair of DRI’s Young 
Lawyers Specialized Litigation Group. 
In 2017, Phillips was named to Arkansas 
Business’ inaugural “Arkansas 200” as 
one of the 200 most influential Arkansans. 
In 2018, he was re-selected as one of 
Arkansas 250 most influential Arkansas. 
In 2013, Arkansas Business included 
Phillips in the annual “20 in their 20s” 
issue. Mid-South Super Lawyers has 
recognized him as a “Rising Star” in the 
area of Civil Litigation Defense since 2014.

Pamela Reeves is United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District Tennessee. 
Judge Reeves received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, summa cum laude, in 
1976, from the University of Tennessee. 
She received a Juris Doctor in 1979, 
from the George C. Taylor College of 
Law at the University of Tennessee. 
From 1979 to 2002, she worked in 
private practice. She then formed a 
firm in Knoxville where she practiced 
mediation and litigation concentrated in 
the area of employment and contract 
matters. On May 16, 2013, President 
Barack Obama nominated Reeves to 
serve as a United States District Judge 
of the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Tennessee. She 
received her judicial commission on 
March 7, 2014 and remains an Article 

III judge. From 1998 to 1999, she 
served as the first woman President 
of the Tennessee Bar Association.

Carolyn Ramos is a shareholder 
and director with the law firm of Butt 
Thornton & Baehr PC in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, where her litigation and 
trial practice focuses on the defense of 
transportation, product liability, sports 
venue and other catastrophic personal 
injury cases. She was born and raised 
in New York City, earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Middlebury College and 
Juris Doctor from the University of 
New Mexico School of Law. Prior to 
law school, Carolyn was a Teach for 
America Corps Member in Washington, 
D.C. She is currently on the Board of 
Directors of ALFA International and is 
actively involved in ALFA International’s 
Transportation and Women’s Initiative 
Practice Groups. Carolyn is bilingual, AV 
rated by Martindale-Hubbell, has been 
included in Best Lawyers in America 
and named a Southwest Super Lawyer. 
In 2018 she was named Civil Defense 
Attorney of the Year by the New Mexico 
Defense Lawyers Association. Most 
importantly, Carolyn is also a passionate 
Yankee fan and proud baseball Mom!  

Paul R. Robinson is a Shareholder of the 
ALFA International firm Meyer, Darragh, 
Buckler, Bebenek and Eck, PLLC and 
works out of the firm’s main office located 
in Pittsburgh, PA. Mr. Robinson’s practice 
includes all aspects of transportation 
law, including regulatory issues, risk 
management, and litigation. He is Chair 
of Meyer Darragh’s Transportation 
group, and is an active member of ALFA 
International’s Transportation Group 
Steering Committee. Mr. Robinson is 
a member of TIDA, Claims & Litigation 
Management Alliance (Transportation 
Subcommittee), the Pennsylvania 
Defense Institute, and the Defense 



Research Institute, and an Allegheny 
County Delegate for the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association House of Delegates.

Marygrace Schaeffer is a vice 
president with DecisionQuest. Ms. 
Schaeffer has been a trial consultant for 
over twenty years, providing jury research 
and trial consulting on hundreds of civil 
and criminal cases across the country. 
Ms. Schaeffer’s expertise includes 
strategy and theme development, mock 
trials, witness evaluation and preparation, 
shadow juries, post-trial interviews and 
visual communications. She is a frequent 
speaker on these topics. In addition Ms. 
Schaeffer has provided voir dire and 
jury selection assistance in hundreds of 
venues throughout the United States.

Raul P. Sedillo is a shareholder in the 
ALFA International firm, Butt Thornton & 
Baehr PC in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
His practice focuses primarily in the 
areas of trucking and transportation 
and personal injury defense. Raul 
was recognized as the 2007 Young 
Defense Lawyer of the Year by the New 
Mexico Defense Lawyer’s Association. 
He obtained his Bachelor’s degree 
from New Mexico State University and 
his law degree from the University of 
New Mexico School of Law and, upon 
beginning the practice of law in 2002, 
he represented the fourth generation of 
Sedillos to practice law in New Mexico.

Janet Shelley is the Liability Claims 
Manager for Old Dominion Freight Line, 
Inc. She has been with Old Dominion 
Freight Line for 15 years as a Liability 
Claims Representative, the Liability 
Claims Supervisor, and was promoted to 
her current position as the Manager of the 
Liability Claims Department in October 
of 2011. Old Dominion Freight Line, 
Inc. is a less than truckload carrier with 
over 22,000 employees, with corporate 
offices located in Thomasville, NC.

Jay Skolaut is a member of Hinkle 
Law Firm LLC, who supports the firm’s 
litigation and insurance defense practice 
group in a full range of property and 
casualty matters, insurance coverage 
issues, and critical occurrence 
investigations for motor vehicle accidents, 
fires, explosions, and other large value 
losses. In the transportation arena, Jay 
frequently responds to catastrophic loss 
events involving the firm’s motor carrier/
transportation industry clients as part of 
the transportation practice group’s Critical 
Occurrence Response Team. While 
attending Creighton University, Jay served 
as a clerk for Union Pacific Railroad 
Company. He is admitted in Kansas and 
Missouri and is involved in the Trucking 
Industry Defense Association, American 
Trucking Association, Kansas Motor 
Carriers Association, and the trucking 
section of the Defense Research Institute. 

Robert F. Stacy, Jr. is an equity 
shareholder with the ALFA International 
firm of Daniel Coker Horton & Bell in 
the firm’s Oxford, Mississippi office. His 
practice areas include products liability, 
transportation law, premises liability and 
hospitality law, with over 30 years of trial 
experience in state and federal courts. 
Robert has represented a variety of 
clients in the trucking industry. Robert has 
an AV preeminent rating from Martindale 
Hubbell and has been recognized by 
Best Lawyers and as a Super Lawyer in 
Mid-South’s Super Lawyer Magazine. 
He serves on the ALFA International 
Transportation Practice Group Steering 
Committee. Robert received his J.D. 
from the University of Mississippi School 
of Law and undergraduate degree 
from Mississippi State University.

Jeffrey Stupp is Associate General 
Counsel for Cardinal Logistics 
Management Corporation, one of the 
largest dedicated motor carriers in 
the country. At Cardinal, Jeff oversees 

pending litigation and significant 
claims, assists with contract review and 
regulatory compliance, and provides 
guidance to Cardinal’s executive 
team and various departments. 
Prior to joining Cardinal in 2014, Jeff 
spent more than seven years with 
Cleveland-based law firm Gallagher 
Sharp, where his practice focused 
on transportation and professional 
liability defense. A past Chair of the 
ABA TIPS Commercial transportation 
Litigation Committee, Jeff is also an 
active member of TIDA and TLA.

John R. Tarpley is a shareholder 
residing in the Nashville office of Lewis, 
Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, 
PC. John has practiced in Nashville 
since graduating from the University Of 
Tennessee College Of Law. He joined 
the firm in 1989 after clerking with 
an appellate judge and serving as an 
Assistant Attorney General for the State 
of Tennessee. He is a leader in the firm’s 
Commercial Transportation and Complex 
Litigation Practice Group. As a certified 
mediator, he is called on a regular basis 
to mediate and arbitrate a wide range 
of disputes. He has been inducted into 
the Tennessee Academy of Mediators. 
In addition, John is a former president 
of the Tennessee Bar Association, the 
Nashville Bar Foundation and of the 
American Bar Association’s Tort, Trial and 
Insurance Practice Section. He also is a 
former chair of the Board of Editors of the 
ABA Journal. Likewise, he is a member 
of the ABA’s Standing Committee on 
the Federal Judiciary, which conducts 
evaluations of all nominees for federal 
judgeships. He is active in the community 
and formerly served as the president 
of the Music City Chapter of the March 
of Dimes and as a member of the 
leadership team of Leadership Nashville. 
John is a former Transportation Practice 
Group Chair for ALFA International.



Kara Trouslot Stubbs is a Member in 
the Kansas City ALFA International law 
firm of Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, 
L.L.C., where her civil litigation practice is 
primarily focused on the defense of product 
liability matters, including the defense 
of manufacturers of medical devices, 
pharmaceutical products, construction 
equipment, children’s products, 
commercial grade fireworks, asbestos-
containing products, and various consumer 
products. Her practice also includes 
general personal injury, commercial 
litigation, FELA, and consumer fraud. She 
has served as national and regional counsel 
to various clients in mass tort litigation. She 
is a member of the Kansas, Missouri, and 
American Bar Associations, International 
Association of Defense Counsel, and DRI. 
She is a frequent lecturer and author on 
issues related to product liability litigation. 
She currently serves at the Chair of the 
ALFA International Board of Directors. 
She received her B.A. from the University 
of Kansas in 1989 and her J.D. from the 
University of Kansas in 1992. Prior to 
joining the firm she served as law clerk 
to the Honorable Thomas C. Clark of the 
Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri.

Nicole Tung is an active and seasoned 
trial lawyer who works in her client’s best 
interest with pragmatism and diligence. 
She practices in the area of civil litigation 
with a concentration in defense of general 
liability matters, including auto and premise 
liability for municipalities and clients in 
the hospitality, retail, and transportation 
industries, to name a few. She also 
represents insurance carriers in insurance 
coverage disputes. Nicole guides her 
clients by providing a well-crafted and 
practical approach to problem solving 
that is both efficient and cost-effective. 
She maintains a collaborative partnership 
by being attentive and understanding the 
specific need and goal of each client. 
Her deep insight and reputation within 
the legal community has allowed her 

to deliver the best outcome in matters, 
whether through mediation, settlement, or 
trial. Beyond her extensive trial practice, 
Nicole has also served as an arbitrator 
for various courts throughout the State. 
She brings a diverse perspective to many 
organizations as a Board Member of the 
New Haven County Bar Association, past 
President of the National Association for 
Asian American Professionals’ Connecticut 
Chapter, and past President of the British 
International School of Shanghai. Her 
passion extends beyond the practice 
of law to her volunteerism with Swim 
cross the Sound and Dress for Success. 
Nicole is an active member of ALFA 
International, a global legal network. She 
is the current Program Chair of Women’s 
Initiative Practice Group, serves on the 
steering committee of the Transportation 
Practice Group, and a member of the 
Diversity Committee of ALFA International. 
She is a graduate of the State University 
of New York at Stony Brook and the 
University of Connecticut School of Law.

Joseph R. Swift is a shareholder of the 
St. Louis, Missouri ALFA International 
law firm of Brown & James, P.C. He is a 
graduate of Luther College (B.A. 1984 
cum laude) and Creighton University 
School of Law. (J.D. 1987 cum laude). Mr. 
Swift’s practice emphasizes transportation 
cases and product liability cases. He 
is a frequent lecturer on transportation 
law to various industry groups. He has 
firsthand experience in driving, he drove 
a dynamite truck in college and law 
school. He is a long standing member 
of the ALFA International Transportation 
Practice Group Steering Committee and 
is has Chaired the Transportation group. 
He is also active in the ALFA International 
Product Liability Group. He has served on 
the ALFA International Board of Directors. 
He has a busy trial practice and has 
tried over sixty-five trials to verdict.

Karie Wilson, Alverson Taylor & Sanders – 
Karie is part of the litigation practice group 
at the Las Vegas, Nevada, firm of Alverson 
Taylor & Sanders. Karie specializes in 
transportation, products liability, and 
premises liability, and defends clients 
against catastrophic injury and wrongful 
death claims. She has defended large 
transportation companies, a leading tire 
manufacturer, as well as manufacturers 
of motor homes, industrial equipment 
and household appliances, and has 
been involved in product recall and 
Multi-District litigation. Her practice also 
includes the defense of a hotel located 
on the Las Vegas Strip. Karie earned 
her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
from the University of New Mexico and 
her JD from California Western School of 
wlisted as a Rising Star in Mountain States 
Super Lawyers magazine and was also 
named in the Nevada Business Journal 
as one of Nevada’s Top Attorneys. 

Paul T. Yarbrough is a member of the 
Denver, Colorado-based law firm of Hall 
& Evans LLC and is a past Chair of the 
ALFA International Transportation Practice 
Group. In over 30 years of practice he 
has focused primarily on heavy truck 
litigation and rapid response.  He has 
the privilege of representing many of the 
nation's largest and smallest motor carriers, 
captive fleets, and trucking insurers.  Mr. 
Yarbrough also handles motorsports 
accidents and litigation nationwide.



980 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 1180 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Tel: (312) 642-ALFA (2532) 
Fax: (312) 642-5346
www.alfainternational.com

MEETING LOCATION
The Broadmoor 
1 Lake Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
Tel: (855) 634-7711 
www.broadmoor.com

REGISTRATION
Please contact your ALFA 
International Attorney to register.

ATTENDANCE IS OPEN ONLY 
TO MEMBERS OF ALFA 
INTERNATIONAL AND THEIR 
INVITED GUESTS AND IS LIMITED 
TO AGES 21+.

ATTIRE
The attire for the educational 
sessions throughout the 
conference is “business casual”. 
The dinner on Wednesday 
evening is “resort casual” attire. 
Khaki pants and polo shirts are 
acceptable for men and dresses, 
skirts or pants for women. 
Dinner Thursday is “lodge 
attire”, jeans and cowboy boots 
are encouraged. No jackets 
are necessary at any evening 
events but all cocktail receptions 
are outdoors and it may get 
chilly so a sweater or jacket is 
recommended. The optional Friday 
dinner is “casual” and will be an 
indoor/outdoor event. Jeans are 
encouraged.

CLE CREDIT
ALFA International certifies that 
this program has been approved 
for 6.75 hours of General CLE 
credit in the states of Illinois and 
California. If you need credit in 
another state, please contact 
that state bar regarding the 
necessary requirements to obtain 
CLE credit. ALFA International 
staff are available to assist in any 
way possible but you must apply 
individually to obtain credit in your 
particular state.

SEMINAR CONTACT
Aria Trombley 
atrombley@alfainternational.com

GENERAL INFORMATION

                         
Stay connected with ALFA International

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alfa-international_2
http://twitter.com/ALFAIntLaw
https://www.facebook.com/ALFA-International-The-Global-Legal-Network-220319035080680/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTkGat0fJ5LoArqmREYQguA

